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XVII. Some Attempts to a/certain the utmofi 
Extent of the Knowledge of the Ancients in 
the Eaft Indies : by Mr. John Caverhill. 

Read March 19, A LLthe moderns who have treated 
JLjl °f the geography of the ancients, 
more particularly in their account of the Sinae, the 
moft oriental country they were acquainted with, 
have differed fb widely from the only guides they 
had to follow to the eaft of the Ganges, that I have 
undertaken to lay before the Royal fociety fomc obfer- 
vatlons, which may contribute to determine, with 
greater precifion, the fituation and limits of this 
country. 

But as geographers have been unanimous in fup- 
pofing the Aurea Cherfonefus to have been the fame 
as the prefent kingdom of Malacca j the only diffi- 
culty, which remains, is to difcover how far they 
failed beyond it, in the days of Ptolemy. And, that 
the proofs alledged in fupport of what may be at- 
ferted in the courfe of this difquifition may be better 
underftood \ I have thought it neceflary to annex a 
correft modern chart of this Peninfula, and have alfo 
added the outlines of Ptolemy's, (See Tab. vm. ix. x.) 
for reafons which will foon appear. 

It may be proper firft to obferve, that Cattigara 
was the name of a port fituated fomewhere beyond 

Xz the 



[ '56] 

the Aurea Cherfonefus or Malacca; and that the 
antients had never failed farther than Cattigara : for 
contiguous to it was a terra incognita a . But at 
what diftance the Aurea Cherfonefus was from 
Cattigara, Ptolemy himfelf was ignorant; for he 
fays, " that Marin us, who is quoted by him upon 
" this occafion, had not marked the number of the 
" ftadia : t# Js awo rqg xgvcrijg Xe(><rovq<ns mi ret Kor- 
" Tiyotgy* $tU7rhx mv <ru&ctcr[Aov o Mu(/vovg ouk tKJidejut V 
" It was faid however that Alexander reported the 
" land from thence lay upon the north fide of the 
" line; and that thofe who failed along the fhore, 
" arrived at the city of Zaba in twenty days; from 
" Zaba failing fouth, and efpeeially to the left hand, 
" in fome days they reached Cattigara : (pqri <k 
€c AXe^avfyov avayef&lpsvcti ?nv yho bvt$v9sv tmfluw etvcu 
u 71} fAi<rvifJt&i/,eL> kcu rovg vrteovjag wu% cwjijv *y ty*f&Kff 
€€ swoon KarctAttfA&ctveiv vroXiv Za£ag* onto it row Za&m 
€t mr^og voroO itw7rhev<ravrug, kou fiaXhw &g m tveovv^ 
" yjpsQotg nmg, exis^eS-at ra Ka-flifctty" In order 
therefore to endeavour to acquire fome knowledge of 
the diftance, Ptolemy begins by comparing it with 
the fame number of days failing on a part of the 
coaft of Africa, with which he was acquainted ; aad, 
after this uncertain calculation, concludes, that thefe 
two places might be diftant from each other ij de- 
grees and 4.. 

As his only view through this whole chapter is 
to finifli what he bad begun in the foregoing ones, 
the longitude of the then known world, his errors 
are the more excufable; efpeeially as his calcuia- 

* Ptol. Geograph, 1, i, c. 17. Paris, 1546. b Lib. i, c. 14. 
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tions will be found very near the truth : his greateft 
miftake therefore is in adding thefe 17 degrees to 
the longitude of the earth; whereas Cattigara was 
to the latitude of Malacca, and almoft upon the fame 
Meridian. 

Although Ptolemy no where particularly mentions 
from what part of Malacca the failors who went 
this voyage took their departure, yet as his moft 
fouthern point of land in this Peninfula, is exa&ly 
17 degrees of longitude from Cattigara, and as Ro- 
mana is the moft fouthern cape of Malacca at pre- 
fent, this clearly indicates it to have been near that 
cape, but to the weft of it. 

For elfewhere he acquaints us •, " that he had 
" learned many particulars concerning the inland 
u parts of the provinces and countries of India, even 
« to the Aurea Cherfonefus, and from thence to Cat- 
" tigara, and the failors who went this voyage agreed 
" that it was to the eaft $ but that they immediately 
" returned towards the weft^ and that the time 
€€ for performing this laft voyage was irregular, and 
* c not fixed : wa% w km tm tb clXXct vrtf/ r%v Ivlmip 
" pei/Mttiregov, KUi Kocja, Tag Birctgwug, BftaQofter Km ravras 
" Tfjg %u&g Bv§o]e%a>, /tee^g/ t» x$ wr & Xtgrovycrx, Km bv- 
cc tbuQbv wg tm KciTJiy ugav. to (ibv on vrgog ctvafoAag b?iv 9 
" ^houg BW7r'kB0v\wy km waXiv b}m\w *&(>og Sverpag cm- 
" tfogovvjcw. m 2b ulaifav km avtoftahov tov xqwop rm $m- 
ic vvcrBCdv WfioaroitoXoyxvlw" 

To explain this paffage it may be obferved, that 
their failing firft to the eaft was from neceffity, be- 
caufe they had not as yet doubled cape Romana, the 

c Lib. i.e. 17, 
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inoft fouthern point of land in Afia, from whence 
they were obliged, by their own rules of failing, to 
return towards the weft, after having doubled the 
cape. This does not appear fo wefterly by the chart 
as it did to them ; becaufe a flrong eafterly tide fets 
by the cape, which, by carrying them too far eaft, 
would make their next courfe toward the weft, and 
which would foon become intirely fo by the figure 
of the land d .. 

Alexander reported, that the land lay north of 
the line; they had imagined cape Romana, as well 
as fome other parts of Malacca^ lay fouth of it ; they 
were therefore, no doubt, furprized to find the land 
retreat. 

He has told us that they arrived at Zaba in 20 
days, and from it failing fouth, but rather to the left 
hand, in fome days they reached Cattigara. Zaba 
therefore flood fomewhere upon the bottom of the 
bay of Siam 5 becaufe no other fituation but the 
bottom of the bay of Siam obliged them to alter 
their courfe to the fouth 5 and including the inequa- 
lity of the coaft, it will be allowing a fufficient dis- 
tance for the number of days they were in failing it. 

From Zaba they began to fail fouth, and imme- 
diately follows, rather to the left hand -, now they 
could not fail fouth and incline to the left hand 
without approaching the eaft ; this therefore might 
be any point between the fouth and eaft. The fi- 
gure of the coaft runs exa&ly in this direction, and is 
a proof of the accuracy of the defcription, 

* Nicholfon's Obferv. upon Eaft India Voyages, 

In 
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In this courfe they continued ibme days before 
they reached Cattigara. Ptolemy juftly finds fault 
with the uncertainty of the cxprcffion./ome days, and is 
at a lofs how many days to allow forjome; but, as 
he had no better information* and as they arrived at 
Cattigara by obferving this fouth eaft courfe, it muft 
have ftood fomewhere to the north weft of the 
mouth of the river Cambodia*, 

Marcianus Heracleota alfo exprefsly mentions that 
they which failed to Cattigara held the fame courfe. 
His words are, " failing therefore out of the great 
f< bay, and the promontory Notium, as if to the 
" fouth, and keeping the country of Sinas to the left 
u and to the eaft ; you meet with a bay pertaining 
" to wild beafts, which reaches to the promontory 
u of Satyrs; that after this promontory follows the 
" greateft bay called the bay of Sinae, which extends 
u to the Terra Auftralis et Orientalis incognita, into 
€l which bay runs the river Cotiarin, and upon which 
" river ftands Cattigara a fea-port of the Sinae : nAi- 

<f w\i mvtw fAtju 7w fAiyctv koXttov^ xtu w Notiov *K(>M 9 &q 
u VTfQ$ Tfiv pervjttCi/Lavi hou af/ajeyw *%w\i rip ti rm 
€t Tttvtw yriV) Km rqv *v*l*Xipr SK$e%e]cti xoXirog 6^(/co^g 
" ycaXov[JLivo$ 9 SitjKav pv^y, rov UK^coTfj^/ou itu KaXovfisvov 
t( %d]v£M ukqou. Attq Sb tov angou tow Zarvgw, sk^xbcu 
<# xo&iros fteytfogj KaXovpsvog tiy&ov xoX7ro{* wa^Ket h xtoq 
M "f*%€/ T W pwip&UWi *fo*>wvyw> i vwanflu Ktu rye 
4t twoLTtXw ada^M yqv. ootWi rou Koliuqou'srSjafAov, sxJf- 
€t xQm .Ear/ Jagje- i(>pq pot Etvw" 

For thefe reafons it is extremely probable that 
Cattigara ftood fomewhere upon the north eaft 
coaft of the bay of Siam. A very intelligent mo- 
dern 

S 
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dern Navigator • gives the following defcription of 
it: " For 50 leagues from Liam point it is a barren 
cc fandy defert to Ponteamafs, by far the moft confi- 
cc derable port on the coaft, and a place of pretty good 
<c trade for many years, but a narrow river, which 
" in the rainy feafons of the fouth weft Monfoons 
<c has communication with Banfac or Cambodia river, 
u which made it draw foreign commerce from the 
" city of Cambodia hither, for the city lieth near 
<c 100 miles up the river, and moft part of the way 
" a continual ftream, made the navigation fo trou- 
c< blefome as few cared to trade to it, for which rea- 
<c fon they came to Ponteamafs." 

As this therefore is by far the moft confiderable 
port on the coaft, we may reafonably fuppofe it to 
be the fame with the antient Cattigara. The fol- 
lowing arguments will ferve to confirm the validity 
of this fuppofition. 

The diftance between Ponteamafs and the bottom 
of the bay, where they began failing for fome days 
fouth, may very well agree with the 4 degrees Pto- 
lemy allows for it. It may be remembered that 
he had fuppofed the 17 degrees beyond Malacca, 
were fituated to the eaft of it; this fuppofition 
which has before been found to be erroneous, Pto- 
lemy feems now to reafon from as a faft, in order 
to fupport his former hypothefis, notwithftanding his 
declaration that he thought it ridiculous to imagine, 
as others had v that Tivug yptgpg (hould fignify many 
days. We have already feen that his firft error con- 
fifted in imagining that Cattigara lay 17 degrees eaft 

* Hamilton's Account of the Eaft Indies, vol. ii. 

of 
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of cape Romana, whereas it was nearly to the weft 
of it. The fecond error was in protra&ing the eaft 
fide of the bay of Siam 1 8 degrees farther than the 
land at prefent exifts. And it will immediately ap- 
pear in what manner this happened. 

The boundaries of the Sinae to the weft, is in his 
173 degree of longitude, and the moft fouthern end 
of that parallel, in the 17th of north latitude f . Cat- 
tigara in the 177th and 8th of fouth latitudes. This 
difference was the whole maritime extent of the 
country. In his defcription of the weft fide of the 
bay, he had confumed j 3 degrees of longitude, that is 
from cape Romana to the bottom where the land 
began to refledt fouth -, and thefe are what he allows 
ed for the 20 days failing already mentioned \ there 
were only 4 degrees remaining between the bottom 
of the bay and Cattigara ; but, as that would not at 
all agree with the accounts he had received of its 
being a great bay, when one fide was fo much fhort- 
er than the other, he might think his firft explana- 
tion of the word fonte* erroneous; more efpecially as 
the other fignification that was given, which was to 
take it for many, even fo many> that they could not 
be numbered, would intirely coincide with his firft 

f Lib. vii. cap. 2. 

8 Lib. vii, cap. 3. It has been a prevailing opinion that Aga- 
themerus made thefe tables we have annexed to Ptolemy's geo- 
graphy, but this appears only to have been done in confequence 
of the longitudes and latitudes Ptolemy had fettled. For when 
we fee him fall into fo great an error in his firft book, which 
none doubts to be his own, the adding thefe fuppofititious 17 de- 
grees to the longitude of the earth ; why may we not with as 
much appearance of juftice lay this fecond fault to his charge, 
efpecially as we have no proofs to the contrary ? 

Vol. LVII. Y Theory. 
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Theory. Accordingly he has put down 25 degrees 
of latitude for fome; but in ftich a. manner that the 
fouth end of this imaginary line was not more than 
4 degrees eaft of the north end in the bottom of the 
bay of Siam -, by which he has not only contradict- 
ed that very Alexander he himfelf quotes, who told 
him the land was to the north of the line ; but re- 
nounced his firft rational opinion, in thinking four 
degrees might be a fuffrcient allowance for nmg-. 

2d. The country beyond Ponteamafs exactly agrees 
with Ptolemy's defcription of that beyond Cattigara, 
" a marflhy country, which produced reeds of fuch 
c *a fizre, that when they were joined and tied to- 
« gerher, they were enabled to pafs from one fide to 
lc the other. zut rot, avccJoMKcoje^ ravlm> ufvusog sri yvj 9 
if 7\tfJLva$ ixovtrct ttevcofcig, iv alt icuAocfiot fitfaXoi Qvovlat, 
i€ km <rvnx&$ ovrtt)$, tag re %0fi00u£ avjcov, woieuSFai rug 
€€ hu7rt&uoretg V* Now the kingdom of Cambo* 
dia is annually overflowed with water during the 
fouth weft monfoons, the very feafon in which the 
fhips arrived there 5 fo mutt have exadtly anfwered 
thefe appearances and his defcription. 

c< Cambodia, or Camboxa, is annually overflowed 
** by the river Menam, one of the largcft in Indra, 
« carrying fo much water that it floods and covers 
« the fields, like the Nile in iEgypt; for fix months 
" it runs backwards. The reafon of it is the extent 
« and plainnefs of the country it runs along, and the 
" folithern breezes which choak up the bar with 
« fand V 



Lib. i. c. 17. 

Argenfola, Hiftory of the Spice Iflanch. 
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3d. No other country will correfpond with his 
delcription of the Sins; " they were bounded on the 
" north by part of Serica k , on the eaft and fouth by 
€< an ^unknown land, on the weft by India, without 
" the Ganges, according to the parallel already men- 
ci tioned, and the great bay, and by the parts adja- 
< c cent of the bay inhabited by wild beafts, and a part 
<c of the bay of Sinae inhabited by ^Ethiopian fifh- 
cc eaters : ol Xivcu *&zi/.o{/fy\i}<ti) wzro fitv u^ijcov to> sun- 
€i dei/Lievto [Atgsi Tqg Z*I£/kvi$i U7To3b ctvcijoXcov koli fxi(r^Q(/ag 
€i ulvco^cp yy 9 u7ro os dvcre&g, ry 1$©* Tuyfn h$ixy 9 Kccjct, 
cc Tqv oito&o-ftev'/iv fASXlA rov jasfaAat/ hoAttou y&f&pyv, kcu 

€t T(* re KaXovpevto d-tyg/aJW* kgu 70 tm Xivcov, ou'myioi- 
<c Kovcrtv i%§m$olUi Axioms 1 ." 

We have already fpoken of this unknown land to 
the eaft; but the land was unknown to the fouth 
likewife, not only according to this defcription of 
Ptolemy, but by a paffage of Marcianus Heracleota, 
who lived after him, and had fuch other information as 

k Ptolemy has placed this nation too far eaft, as is evident 
from a paffage both in Dionyfius and Rufus Feftus Avienus. 
He has made an imaginary parallel interfecT: the 180th degree of 
longitude, and run north to the 63d degree of latitude, and 
bound both thefe nations to the eaft; and it would be difficult to 
conjecture the caufe of this miftake, had thefe not been the moft 
oriental nations he was acquainted with. This error appears to 
have bewildered all the moderns, who have attempted to afcertain 
the fituation of this country. But as we hope to be able to 
prove that the prefent kingdom of Cambodia was the Sina of 
Ptolemy ; the country of the Seres, by that rule, would be part 
of Thibet, and north of it to the 63d degree of latitude. But 
their true fituation appears to have been in fome part of the pre- 
fent Buckaria, to the eaft and north eaft of Samarcand. 

1 Lib. vii. c» 3. 

Y 2 difco- 
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difcoveries produced during the interval from Pto- 
lemy's death* He fays, " we ought to conceive two 
"unknown lands, one extending to the eaft, which 
cc the Sinae poflefs, and the other towards the fouth, 
lt which ftretches through the whole Indian ocean, 
" fo that both thefe unknown lands meeting, form 
" as it were a certain angle in the bay of the Sinas ; 
<c $vo ya(> afvc0<?ov$ vttovom %^i yag, t%v Tewaga rv\v ava* 
" roXnv hvjKovcraVy ij TsragoiKW eigqKapsv rovg Eivag, kou rp 

€t TffOt£p Tip/ [A$CTflfA&£/aV, fjTig h^KH *&&$& WOCCTUV T9JV hit- 

" diKvp Sahara-ay cost crvM7f]ovrag, stealers Tag a/jw- 
" ?ovg yag % KaOamg rwa ywiow enrol sXm ^reg/ tqv tm 
€t Zivw kqXttov™" Now Cattigara flood upon a ri- 
ver which ran into this bay ; and as they had never 
failed fo far as the mouth of the river Menam, the 
accuracy of this defcription is very apparent. 

This country was bounded on the weft by India, 
without the Ganges; or, as he has faid elfewhere, by 
the 173d degree of longitude; extending north from 
the middle of the great bay to the country of the 
Seres, and the great bay, and parts adjacent of the 
bay of wild beafts, and part of the bay of the Sinae, 
inhabited by ./Ethiopian fifh-eaters n * Thefe two 
bays were, by this defcription, evidently on the eaft 
fide of the great bay, and between Cattigara and the 
bottom, or between the prefent Ponteamafs and the 
mouth of the river Mecon. 

For the fame reafons therefore that the prefent 
Ponteamafs feems to have been the ancient Cattiga- 

n M. Heracleot. p. 29, 

n Captain Hamilton fays that the rivers of this country abound 
with many kinds of fife, which are a confiderable object of trade 
among the inhabitants, 

raj 



. [ l6 5 ] 

raj the modern city of Cambodia will be the anti- 
ent metropolis Sinarum. 

Ptolemy tell us, cc that Cattigara lay fouth weft 
" of the metropolis: % h awo ry\g jttsr^TroAe^ im Zivcov 

" (rviiA&(jav. °" So does Ponteamafs from the city of 
Cambodia. 

He agrees with the author of the Periplus of the 
Red Tea, " that this metropolis was a Mediterranean 
" city, although he fays it had no brazen walls, nor 
" any thing worthy of notice : ovre pmot x** KC * ™xn 
tc <pa<rw avjyv i%w> ovts ahXo ti ufyoXoFov p ." 

The author of the Periplus fays, cc that beyond 
" the Ganges, upon the eaftern extremity of this 
" country, under the very rifing of the fun, there is 
" an ifland in the ocean, having moil excellent tor- 
" toife fliell, and all things that are to be found about 
" the Red fea. And that after this country, imme- 
diately without it, in fome place where the fea 
" ends, is fituated the greateft Mediterranean city, 
fc called Thina: kut av]ov <5g nv vsrolafjiov vyi<toq b?iv cckbocv- 
tc eiog, s%clJyi rcov Tsr^og uvajohqv peguv tv\$ oixcvpevyg, v7r 
€i ocujov etv%x ovTc ^ T0V faiov, KdXovfJLivn X£ vcr vj 9 ^sAan/^y exevva 
€( vraflcov rm koc\outw Ef>v$&v ro7rcov ctf/syv. fte]a, $e rav- 
<c rvjv Tfjv %cj&v, vTr'avjov yiqTov ftopuv s%co&evstg Zmvnw 

€< vroXtg [ABcrcFeics [ABFiqq MFopivvi Qivot %" 

This ifland in the ocean, which flood upon the ex- 
tremity of this country, appears to be the prefent 

• Lib. i.e. 17. 
p L, vii. c. 3. 
« Peripl. M. E. p, 36. Geog. Veter. Script. Oxon. 

7 ifland 
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ifland of Sumatra, which fronts both the moft fouth- 
ern and eaftern parts of Malacca. 

He has not in the leaft confounded this peninfula 
with the ifland, notwithstanding he calls them both 
by the name of Aurea \ the firft was upon the extre- 
mity of the eaft \ the ifland alfo was upon the extre- 
mity of the eaft, but it was likewife under the very 
rifing of the fun. Had he not been acquainted with 
this diftin&ion, he would not have ufed the word 
X&£pv> but wpov (fo it would have been), after this 
ifland, but we fee that he fays it was, after this coun- 
try, and immediately without it, in fame place where 
the fea ended, where this city was fituated. 

This exa&Iy agrees with the bay of Siam ; it lies 
after Malacca, for we muft pafs that peninfula before 
we can arrive at it j it is alfo immediately withoutit, 
and towards the north in fome place where the fea 
ends. The bottom of the bay of Siam is 13 degrees 
north of cape Romana, and there the fea may be 
faid, without much impropriety, to end 5 more efpe- 
cially as in that place was fituated this city, beyond 
which we have no accounts of any further investi- 
gations made in his days* 

This very concife but accurate narrative, at the 
fame time that it gives all the proof we can poffibly 
expedt that Sumatra was not at that time joined to 
the continent, fo likewife does it demonftrate this 
metropolis to have been fituated fomewhere in this 
bay ; and although we might conje&ure, with as 
great an appearance of probability from thefe circu in- 
stances alone, that it was Siam, rather than Cambo- 
dia ; yet from the collateral evidence already produ- 
ced, that they failed out of the bay before they arri- 
ved at its port, it is evident it lay fouth eaft of Siam, 
1 and 
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and the teftimony of Ptolemy and Marctanus Hera.- 
cleota, who affert that the fame fouth eaft eourfe was 
held in order to reach Cattigara, being added* it ne- 
ccflarily follows, that that port was fituated to the 
weft of that cape which faces PuJi Ubi r $ but as 
there is no city weft of that cape, on this particular 
part of the continent, except Cambodia, we may 
therefore reafonably fuppofe that city the antient me- 
tropolis SinaeA 

It may be observed that the ancient city of Thina 
and modern city of Cambodie not only agree in 
fituation, but alfo in the nature of their produce. 
Formerly " they exported fine otton * andflo wered 

' See Plate IX. 

9 Voffius wondered how any one could doubt that the antient 
JBina was the fame with the modern Siam, without giving any 
reafons at all for his conjecture, " Quis>dubitare poffit, quin ilia 
" lit ea ipfa,qua& nunc Siam appellator?" VofT. Obf. ad P. Melam, 
p. 560. Lugd. B. 1748. Whether or not Cambodia had the 
fame name formerly with Siam, or was a province to it, is at 
this time impoffible to determine ; but it manifeftly appears, that 
this metropolis was neither the prefent city of Siam, nor fituated 
in any part of the country now known by that name; 

1 OQowv to wpmov feems to have been rather a vegetable, than 
vermicular production ; for, although it may fignify any fpecies of 
web, it more properly denotes fuch as are made of cotton or lint ; 
onthatprefumption,we have tranflated kfioweredmuflins ; for, as 
thefe webs were made in the manner of thofe by a people who 
were called the Seres, it appears by the following lines that the 
figure of flowers were interwoven with theirs : 

Ei$G[A,tv& xi oi V te^M^S avSew wows* 
u gentes barbara Serum 
" Veftes faciunt, varii artificii, pretiofas 
€c Similes colore pratenfis floribus herbae." 

Dionyf. Pericgr ver. 752. 

u muffins 
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" muflins by land to the coaft of Malabar and Guga- 
€t rati : a<p* qg tots sg/ev, nut to oGovtov to trvuptcy, eig tou 
u Boc^vFix^av Stct Betiflgcov wsgp <p£$oti> km etg rip A^u- 
€i (/Kqv 7*rohiVj ota, roy Vayliu vrojaitcv". At prelent 
cc they have cotton manufactures of various forts, 
<c white and painted callicoes, muflins, buckrams, 
" dimities, carpets, and filk tapeftry, with other cu- 
" rious pieces, finer than any from the manufactories 

& plurima roillia Serum 



" 1111s nulla boum, pecoris, nee pafcua curae, 
" Veftibus utuntur texuftt quas floribus ipfi.** 

Perieg. Prifcian. 
Thefe goods muft have been more excellent than any which 
India, weft of that city, at that time produced, or otherwife they 
would never have gone fo far to feek them ; from which it may 
be fufpe&ed that this invention of fabricating fuch beautiful muf- 
lins was exported with thefe merchandifes, and is of much 
later date in Bengal than in this country to the eaft of it. Cam- 
bodia appears to have been called Rachmi by two Arabian tra- 
vellers, who went to China in the ninth century 5 and even at 
that time the fineft muflins in the world were manufa&ured by 
its inhabitants. In this fame country, fay the travellers, they 
make cotton garments in fo extraordinary a manner that no 
where elfe are the like to be feen 5 thefe garments were for the 
moft part round, and wove to that degree of finenefs that they 
may be drawn through a ring of a middling fize. M. Renaudot, 
Tranflat. 1733. Lond. 

We have fuppofed that thofe kingdoms were the fame, becaufe 
Rachmi was contiguous to a kingdom feated upon a promon- 
tory, which appears to have been either the kingdom of Ava 
or Siam, to which the peninfula of Malacca was formerly a pro- 
vince j likewife there was but one kingdom between it and Chi- 
na, and north of it lay a country called Kafcbin, which, by their 
description, appears to have been the kingdom of Laos. This 
will ftill be more probable when we confider that no country 
immediately to the eaft or weft of it, viz. Pegu, Siam, or Cochin- 
China, are famed for thefe manufactories, 
11 P. M. E. ubi fupra, 

"in 
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H in Holland ; befides, the inhabitants are the moft 
<c fubtle merchants in the eaft, and the country itfelf 
<c is fuperiour in fertility to moft of thofe which 
€i furround it *." 

We are told i€ that this city was difficult of accefs, 
c< and that but a few people were acquainted with 
" the courfe in this voyage, and that thele few feldom 
cc failed fofar : etg Jc tw S-tvoc tuv%v ow snv wxe£W azr- 
" ehdw. tntmmq ya^ U7r av}v\g Tiveg ov uroKkot imfiv- 
" tou V* it may be imagined that the great diftance 
of this city, and the irregularity of the winds in the 
bay of Siam, which happens in all bays, was the oc- 
cafion of fubftituting thefe caravans in preference to 
the voyage 5 more efpecially as thefe two articles, 
which are mentioned to have been exported, were 
extremely light and portable, and could be ealily trans- 
ported by land to thefe countries already mentioned, 
where they would be bought up„ and difperfed over 
Europe by the merchants of iEgypt. 

But,, notwithstanding- we are ignorant of the time 
when the route of thefe caravans was eftahli (lied, yet 
we have no reafon to prefume', as an ingenious gen- 
tleman has% that this had taken place in the time of 
any of the Ptolemies \ when no author, before the 
emperor Trajan, has fo much as mentioned this na- 
tion. Indeed it is moft probable this country was dif- 
covered by fuch ihips as that great prince fent to in- 
dia, with a defign of acquiring what informat on they 
could receive \ in order, by their intelligence, to be af- 

x Argenfol. 

r P. M. Eryth. 

z Schmidt, Opufcul. p. 184. 

Vol. LVII. Z Med 
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fifted in the defigns he had upon that country, afte 
his conqueft of Arabia \ 

There are remains of the priftine grandeur of Cam- 
baia b ; and its being famous in almoft the fame kind 
of produce is a ftrong indication of its obligations to 
the commerce of Cambodia. The marble ruins of 
an extenfive city have lately been difcovered c to the 
north weft of Cambodia, and to all appearance in the 
very route of thefe caravans; but on this occafion, 
as on many others, we are but too fenfibje of the de- 
ficiency of intelligence, and of the great havock of 
time, which has involved the tranfadions of this pe- 
riod in almoft impenetrable obfcurity. 

At the fame time, that the antients extended their 
knowledge upon the continent, they muft unavoida- 
bly have been acquainted with fuch of thefe iflands 
as were moft contiguous to it. Accordingly Pto- 
lemy d has given us, the names of feveral, in progreffi- 
on from the Ganges to Sumatra, which he has called, 
with two others he has joined to it, Zu&cL$et&cu ; this 
fuppofition will appear more probable, as thefe iflands 
are in the fame longitude with Malacca, and dire&ly 
fouth of that peninfula. 

When they were upon that part of the coaft which 
faces Malacca, they appear to nave proceeded along 
the remaining part of the north eaft fide of it, as far 
as Java, which he has named Jabadiu, Ia&t&cu*. 

* Trajan died in the 118th of the Chriftian era. 

b Hamilton. 

c Argenfol. 

d Ptol. G. 1. vii. c. 2. 

c Jabadiou ftiould perhaps be rendered Javadiv, as in the Ma- 
layan language Dib or Dive fignifies an ifland, and Giava barley, 
which this ifland, according to Ptolemy, produced in great quan- 
tities. As Giava is derived from an old Perfian word of the 

And 
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And the inhabitants of this ifland were more civi- 
lized than fome of the neighbouring ones, who were 
all cannibals, " for it had a filver metropolis, and 
"produced not only gold but plenty of barley : © cnj- 
" ftctivei %yhog wi<roq, £v(po^coTu])j $e teyejcu % vt}<rcg en-a/, 
" Ko&t bti wKsifOV %Q)<rov .woieiv* i%i\v h fizr^DTTcXiv oyopct, 

Next to it were the three iflands of Satyrs ; c< they 
c< were called fo becaufe the men who inhabited 
" them, were faid to have fuch tails as the Satyrs 
c * were ufuaily painted with ; rccvjug f el KUTs%wl$e, 
" ovga$$%,w KsFovJot^ tTroiag iiaF^pootrt rugrw <ralv(>&v. yf 
Thefe were moft probably the Celebes «, Borneo, &c. 
" for immediately after them were faid to be other 
" ten iflands (called Manillas), which produced fuch 
" large quantities of loadftone, as have been faid to 
cc attract {hips afhore, which happened to be con- 
a ftru&ed with iron nails, for which reafon the in- 
" habitants' made ufe of wooden ones : (ps^ovjai $e kui 
t( ccXXu (rmx&t foxa. sv utg (part ru mtyovg t%pvj* facug 
" srAwa KMTex£<&cth Koju t% i^zXetug hSou wsy. uvjug 
<f ymuponic. am ha rovjo ssn&goi? yat/ar$J«fl9vM, Kctje- 
u X m T6 *** wQi&g avQwyroipuFovs, nuhovusvovg Mavio-* 

fame fignification, it would appear that both the name of the 
ifland and that of the grain were exported from that country. 
Hyde's, Hiftor, Relig. Vet. Perf. &c. 

f Ibidem. 

g The Celebes is infefted with numbers of mifchievous and 
dangerous great monkeys, which keep in bodies too hard for 
any wild beafts to hurt them, and are only afraid of ferpents, 
which purfue them to the very tops of the trees, and devour 
them. Bowen's Geogr. Di&. v. ii. p. 378. 

h The Manillas are original names, and were called fo by the 
inhabitants before the Spaniards took pofleffion of them. Argen- 
fcl, Hiftor. 

Z 2 Notwith- 
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Notwithstanding Ptolemy has mentioned the Phi- 
lippines ; yet we don't: imagine that any of the per- 
fons from whom he acquired his information had ever 
been there : but that they had heard of thefe places 
at Java (to which they might eafily have failed), 
either from the Javanefe themfelves, or from the in- 
habitants of the circumjacent iflands, who reforted 
to Java for the fame advantages of commerce which 
they themfelves came in purfuit of \ 

However, although they muft almoft necefTarily 
have been acquainted with Sumatra, yet it is evident 
they had never failed quite round it i for, if they had, 
they would certainly not have mentioned Ceylon as 
the largeft ifland in the ocean k * 

From hence it would appear that they only knew 
part of Sumatra and Java 5 and either conjectured 
thefe were iflands, or depended upon fome informa- 
tions they might probably have received from the in- 
habitants of thefe places, relative to this particular. 

So that here we may venture to fix the limits of 
Ptolemy's knowledge ; for, as thefe iflands at that 
time were but a late difcovery, they were very im- 
perfe&ly known ; and unfortunately the geographers, 
who lived after him, were all fo prepoflefled with his 
fuperior abilities, that they imagined his accuracy 
would bear no correction, and that he had exhauft- 
ed the fubjedt. For no other author mentions any 
difcoveries to the eaft of thefe, taken notice of by him; 

1 The diftance between Malacca and Java was lefs than be- 
tween Malacca and Cattigara ; befides, the fouth weft monfoon 
was a fairer wind to the lift than the laft place, and of -confe- 
quence this voyage muft have been much fhorter. 

k Agathem. 1. ii. c. c. 8. 

and 
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and Marcianus Heracleota had fuch an opinion of his 
great merit, as to call him by the name " of the 
<c moft divine and moft wife Ptolemy ; sk rag yi'A^ 

By a retrofpeil on fuch authors as have been quo- 
ted, and fome others who wrote nearly at the fame 
time, according to the order in which they lived, this 
fubje<5t will ftill appear in a clearer light, 

In the days of Strabo, who lived before the Chri- 
ftian aera, and is fuppofed 1 to have furvived it 28 
years, few people had failed fo far as the Ganges, 
" (rvravtoi fjav ko&i <un7rX&j%oL<n pixy, tov TayFov m ;" and 
being intimately acquainted with Gallus, who was 
the third governor of iEgypt, he had undoubtedly 
the moft favourable opportunities of the moft authen- 
tic intelligence concerning naval affairs, 

Pomponius Mela is fuppofed to have writ before 
Pliny n , in the reign of Claudius, and 30 years after 
Strabo. In that interval, there appears to have been 
made fome farther difcoveries upon the continent ° 
to the eaft of the Ganges ; but fo very imperfedt, 
that they either imagined that country was an ifland, 
or had confounded their defcriptions of it with thefe 
iflands, which they would necefTarily meet with in 
this voyage. For it is very certain, from Mela's own 
words, that his knowledge of thefe places we are 
fpeaking of was extreamly obfeure, as all he has faid 

1 Voffius. 

m Strab. !. 15. 

n Voffius, Bayle's Hift. Difl. 

• Strabo had probably the fame information ; but, as it was fo 
extremely imperfeft, did not think proper to mention it in his 
geography of this country. 

"que 
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of them is, " ad Tabim infula eft Chryfa, ad Gan- 
" gem Argyra, altera aurea foli, altera argentea ; at- 
" que ut maxime videtur, aut ex "re nomen, aut ex 
ie vocabulo fid:a fabula eft/* 

The elder Pliny died in the 79th of the Chriftian 
sera, and was a cotemporary of Mela; and feems 
to have referred to the above paflage, in the follow- 
ing words : " Extra oftium Indi Chryfe et Argyre, 
"fertiles metallis, ut credo; nam quod aliqui tradi- 
<< dere, aureum argenteumque iis lolum effb, haud 
" facile crediderim K" 

Although the age in which Solinus lived is fo un- 
certain, yet it might be imagined that it was not 
very long after Pliny ; having copied from the other 
geographers which went before him, he has advan- 
ced nothing upon this point that had not been alrea- 
dy mentioned. His words are thefe : " Extra Indi 
" oftium infulaeduae, Chryfe et Argyre, adeo fcecundae 
" copia metallorum, ut plerique eas aurea fola pro- 
c< diderint habere et argentea *." 

Jofephus was 56 years of age, in the fourteenth year 
of Domitian's reign, or 93d of the Chriftian aera r ; and 
appears to have had a little more knowledge of thefe 
places than any we have yet mentioned ; for, fpeaking 
of Saphira, from whence king Solomon had his gold, 
he fays, that cc it was a country of India, and not an 
" ifland ; and that it was now called by the name of 
u Aurea, vw fo Xgvcrqv yvp fcaAct^gwfv, rye IvSikw *<w 

* J. Harduin, Plin. p. 322. vol. I. Paris, 1723. 

* C. J. Solin. c. L1L Polyb. Hiftor. p. 700* 
r Jofeph. Open Ox. 173,0. 

7 Dionyfius 
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Dkmyfius is fuppofed to have lived after Domitian, 
and before Severus «. He wrote a defcription of the 
world in Greek verfe, which it may be fuppofed he 
had finiftied before the reign of Trajan, or at leaft 
that he had not heard of the increafe of geographical 
knowledge which took place at that time, for he 
was as little acquainted with the country beyond the 
Ganges, as thofe who are fuppofed to have been his 
predeceflbrs, and only mentions it as an ifland remar- 
kable- for the diftindnefs with which the fun-rifing 
was obferved, 

Xgvrsiyv rot vyrov ayet vsro/tog, $v6& kui avjov 
Aijo^tf] mtiagoto (pasivilai ijetooto. 

Dionyf. Perieg. p, 1 1 1. 

Ptolemy flourifhed under Adrian, and Antoninus ; 
and made his laft aftronomical obfervation on a 
Wednefday, the 2d of February, in the year 141 r . 
He has taken notice of many places not mentioned 
any where elfe, and is the firft who has called Ma- 
lacca a peninfula. Marinus indeed, whom he quotes 
as a late author, knew likewife that it was fo j which 
ftill more confirms the fuppofition, that this was 
found out in Trajan's reign. 

Ptolemy's works evidently £hew, that his know- 
ledge was fuperior to that of all the other antient 
geographers ; and his living in i®gypt gave him ma- 



Dodwell, in Geog. vet. 
Univerfai Hift. Vol. XV. p. %o6. 
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ny oportunities of a very early intelligence concern* 
ing any difcoveries made by navigation, which might 
be a long time before they were communicated to 
the other learned men of that extenfive empire. 
Accordingly we fee, that the author of the P. Maris 
Erythraei, who is fuppofed to have been his cotem- 
porary *, but lived a little later to the time of Mar- 
cus and Verus, was lefs acquainted with thefe late 
difcoveries. 

Agathemerus,who had read Ptolemy's works, lived 
in the reign of Severus and Galienus u , in the be- 
gining of the third century, and mentions the coun- 
try of the Sinse as the moft oriental he was acquaint- 
ed with. 

Marcianus Heracieota is the laft geographical au- 
thor it will be neceflary to mention. He is fuppofed 
to have lived fome little time before the building of 
Conftantinople, and even at that time this nation ap- 
pears to have been the moft oriental ; for, although 
he copied from fuch authors as wrote in the interval 
between Ptolemy and him, yet all the improvement 
that was made during that time was only a men- 
furation of this particular coaft, which Ptolemy him- 
felf tells us was not done in the days in which he 
lived \ 

From thefe circumftances it is apparent, that no 
mention was made of this country during the firft 
century, Marinus, as we have feen, wrote before 
Ptolemy ; Ptolemy was far advanced in years before 

* DodwelL 
u DodwelL 
x Ptol. c. 14. 

the 
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the middle of the id century ; and farther, as it may 
be fuppofed that Trajan fent thefe fhips to India 
at the time of his arrival in Arabia, which was in 
the ii 6th of the Chriftian era; this may very well 
agree, in point of Chronology, not only with thefe 
authors, but alfo with our former fuppofition, that 
this country was found out in his reign. But as he 
fcarce furyived the expedition two years, fuch perfons 
as were employed in this voyage, finding on their re- 
turn that he was dead, might be difcouraged from 
purfuing any difeeveries they had made: efpecially as 
the voyage was attended with fo much hazard and 
difficulty, and as the views upon which they had 
undertaken it were in all probability frqftrated by the 
acceffion of a new emperor. 

Admitting therefore, that this was their firft at- 
tempt, may not the extent of their difcovery be 
looked upon as very considerable ; and will it not 
in fome meafure account for their not having pro- 
ceeded any farther than the eaft fide of the bay of 
Siam? 

Upon the whole, as nothing was exported from 
this kingdom of the Sinas but what the city of Cam- 
bodia excelled in; and as the ancient and modern 
filiations of thefe cities appear to be reciprocal j above 
all, as we have the teftimony of the Periplus Maris 
Erythraei, that it lay fomewhere in the bay of Siam, 
and the exprefs declaration of two others, that it was 
iituated on the eaft fide of the bay; joined to the 
unanimous confent of all the geographers, that the 
country to the eaft and fouth was unknown, it may 
reafonably be inferred, that their ultima were upon 
Vol. LVII. A a this 
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this coaftj and the metropolis Sina or Thina the 
fame as the modern city of Cambodia y. 

Greek-Street, Soho. 
Feb. i. 1767. 

y ®w*'by the author of the Periplus Maris Erythrasi, p* 36. 
livm pe rpo7roXn and ®m<m by Ptolemy, lib, i. c. 17. ®tivou by 
Marcianus Heracleota, p. 14. ®*y, acervus, cumulus, collis, &c. 
it might receive this name* becaufe it ftpnds upon amount, ac- 
cording to Mandefloe, vol. I. p. 331. to fecure it From inun- 
dations. None of all thefe ancient writers of geography have 
ever called this country Biym but Agathamerus, lib. ii.'-c. 7. 
and it would appear he did it by miftake $ for its proper name 
was certainly Metropolis 2u>w*, and Out* was only an accidental 
one, which it afterwards received to exprefs more figuratively its 
fituation. 
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